Wilson County News Q & A

By Calvin R. Finch, PhD, SAWS Director, and Horticulturist

Week of August 15, 2012
Q.
Is it a good time to put a new lawn in?  The drought over the last few years has killed most of it. 
A.
Many communities are still in drought restrictions so it is probably not the best time but if you do have access to enough water to establish a new lawn make sure you have solved the issues that resulted in the dead lawn. 


Is there six inches of soil in the lawn area?  If not, add landscape mix or compost to reach six inches.


You also may want to consider replacing the lawn with hardscape, groundcovers, perennials, shrubs, mulch, and trees.  They require less water.  Seek out my articles on low water use landscapes and drought tough lawns on the website plantanswers.com.   

Q.
What are the best shade trees for sandy soils?

A.
Live oaks, cedar elms, Mexican white oak, and chinkapin oak usually perform well on sandy soils but to insure success, see what is growing well in the area around your home. 

Q.
What do you think of “patio tomatoes”?  I want to try and grow tomatoes in containers this fall.  How large does the container need to be?

A.
Plant tomatoes in August.  There are “Patio” tomatoes recommended specifically for containers but I don’t recommend them.  The plants are very attractive but the fruit is low quality.  Select a regular recommended variety such as Surefire, Solar Fire, 602, Tycoon, Celebrity or Dwarf Cherry Surprise (BHN 968). 

I like Surefire the best because it is the variety that produces tomatoes the quickest.  It has a relatively small plant and produces a lot of tennis-ball size fruit. 

Tomatoes require a container that is at least five gallons in capacity.  A half whiskey barrel is ideal.  The larger the container, the more reservoir is available for roots, moisture, and nutrients.  A larger container also reduces the inclination of the plant to topple over, as it becomes top heavy with foliage and fruit. 

Q.
Fire ants are making it difficult for us to harvest the okra in our garden.  How can they be controlled without spraying the okra with insecticides? 

A.
I use two tactics.  (1)
Spray the fire ants off the plant with the water hose just before harvest for short-term relief; (2) For long term control spread Amdro around the garden.  Amdro is not labeled for use in the garden but the bait applied outside the garden will be carried to the hills around the garden for good control. 

